
 

U
nd

er
st

an
di

ng
, 

co
nn

ec
tin

g,
 e

ng
ag

in
g 

an
d 

re
sp

on
di

ng
 to

 te
xt

s 
 Be

in
g 

ab
le

 t
o 

re
ad

 t
he

 w
or

ds
, d

oe
s 

no
t 

ne
ce

ss
ar

ily
 

m
ea

n 
th

at
 y

ou
r 

ch
ild

 u
nd

er
st

an
ds

 w
ha

t 
th

ey
 h

av
e 

re
ad

. 
S/

he
 m

ig
ht

 s
ou

nd
 li

ke
 a

 f
lu

en
t 

re
ad

er
 w

hi
ch

 c
an

 m
ak

e 
yo

u 
be

lie
ve

 t
ha

t 
th

ey
 a

re
 a

 ‘g
oo

d’
 r

ea
de

r.
 

 Th
e 

on
ly

 w
ay

 t
o 

ju
dg

e 
ho

w 
m

uc
h 

yo
ur

 c
hi

ld
 u

nd
er

st
an

ds
 

is
 t

o 
ta

lk
 a

bo
ut

 t
he

 b
oo

k 
an

d 
as

k 
qu

es
ti

on
s 

th
at

 m
ak

e 
hi

m
/h

er
 t

hi
nk

. 
 • 

W
ha

t 
do

 y
ou

 t
hi

nk
 t

hi
s 

st
or

y/
bo

ok
 w

ill
 b

e 
ab

ou
t?

 
• 

I 
wo

nd
er

 w
ha

t 
wi

ll 
ha

pp
en

 n
ex

t.
 W

ha
t 

do
 y

ou
 t

hi
nk

? 
• 

D
oe

s 
th

is
 r

em
in

d 
yo

u 
of

 a
ny

th
in

g/
a 

pl
ac

e 
th

at
 y

ou
 

ha
ve

 b
ee

n 
to

/a
 f

ee
lin

g?
 

• 
W

ha
t 

is
 h

ap
pe

ni
ng

 h
er

e?
 

• 
H

ow
 d

o 
yo

u 
th

in
k 

th
is

 c
ha

ra
ct

er
 f

ee
ls

? 
• 

W
ha

t 
do

 y
ou

 t
hi

nk
 s

/h
e 

sh
ou

ld
 d

o?
 

• 
W

ha
t 

wo
ul

d 
yo

u 
do

? 
• 

W
hy

 d
o 

yo
u 

th
in

k 
th

e 
ch

ar
ac

te
r 

ha
s 

do
ne

/s
ai

d 
th

at
? 

• 
W

he
re

 m
ig

ht
 w

e 
fi

nd
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
ab

ou
t 

. .
 . 

.?
 

• 
W

ha
t 

do
 y

ou
 a

lr
ea

dy
 k

no
w 

ab
ou

t?
 

• 
D

oe
s 

th
is

 r
em

in
d 

yo
u 

of
 a

ny
 o

th
er

 s
to

ri
es

 t
ha

t 
yo

u 
ha

ve
 r

ea
d?

 
• 

W
ha

t 
we

re
 t

he
 m

ai
n 

ev
en

ts
 in

 t
hi

s 
st

or
y?

 
• 

W
ha

t 
ha

pp
en

ed
 a

t 
th

e 
be

gi
nn

in
g,

 m
id

dl
e,

 in
 t

he
 

en
d?

 
• 

W
ha

t 
do

es
 t

hi
s 

wo
rd

 m
ea

n?
 H

ow
 c

an
 w

e 
fi

nd
 o

ut
? 

• 
D

o 
yo

u 
lik

e 
th

es
e 

wo
rd

s?
 W

hy
? 

H
ow

 d
o 

th
ey

 m
ak

e 
yo

u 
fe

el
? 

W
hy

 d
o 

yo
u 

th
in

k 
th

e 
au

th
or

 h
as

 u
se

d 
th

em
? 

• 
H

ow
 d

o 
yo

u 
th

in
k 

th
e 

au
th

or
 f

ee
l a

bo
ut

 t
hi

s 
ch

ar
ac

te
r/

si
tu

at
io

n/
su

bj
ec

t?
 

• 
D

id
 y

ou
 li

ke
 t

he
 s

to
ry

/b
oo

k?
 W

hy
? 

W
hy

 n
ot

? 
• 

W
hi

ch
 f

iv
e 

wo
rd

s 
wo

ul
d 

yo
u 

ch
oo

se
 t

o 
de

sc
ri

be
 t

hi
s 

ch
ar

ac
te

r 
an

d 
wh

y?
 

• 
If

 y
ou

 c
ou

ld
 a

sk
 t

he
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

 t
hr

ee
 q

ue
st

io
ns

 w
ha

t 
wo

ul
d 

th
ey

 b
e?

 
• 

D
o 

yo
u 

th
in

k 
th

is
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

 is
 g

oo
d 

or
 b

ad
? 

W
hy

? 
• 

W
ha

t 
wa

s 
th

e 
be

st
 b

it
? 

 

U
se

fu
l W

eb
 A

dd
re

ss
es

 
 

A guide to helping your child with reading 

 

ww
w.

ri
f.

or
g/

pa
re

nt
s 

ww
w.

bb
c.

co
.u

k/
sc

ho
ol
s/

pa
re

nt
s 

ww
w.

to
pm

ar
ks

.c
o.

uk
/p

ar
en

ts
/r

ea
di
ng

ti
ps

 

ww
w.

ki
ds

ou
rc

e.
co

m
 

ww
w.

bb
c.

co
.u

k/
cb

ee
bi

es
 

ww
w.

st
or

ie
sf

ro
m
th

ew
eb

.o
rg

 



 

Th
e 

Po
w

er
 o

f 
R

ea
di

ng
 

 • 
Cr

ea
ti

ng
 a

 lo
ve

 o
f 

re
ad

in
g 

in
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

is
 o

ne
 o

f 
th

e 
m

os
t 

po
we

rf
ul

 w
ay

s 
of

 im
pr

ov
in

g 
ac

ad
em

ic
 s

ta
nd

ar
ds

 
in

 s
ch

oo
l. 

• 
A

 r
ea

di
ng

 f
am

ily
 is

 a
 le

ar
ni

ng
 a

nd
 t

hi
nk

in
g 

fa
m

ily
. 

• 
Th

er
e 

ca
n 

be
 f

ew
 b

et
te

r 
wa

ys
 t

o 
im

pr
ov

e 
pu

pi
ls

’ 
ch

an
ce

s 
in

 s
ch

oo
l, 

or
 b

ey
on

d 
in

 t
he

 w
id

er
 w

or
ld

 t
ha

n 
to

 e
na

bl
e 

th
em

 t
o 

be
co

m
e 

tr
ul

y 
in

de
pe

nd
en

t 
re

ad
er

s.
 

• 
Re

ad
in

g 
is

 a
ll 

ab
ou

t 
ac

qu
ir

in
g 

m
ea

ni
ng

; i
.e

. f
or

 
en

jo
ym

en
t,

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

an
d 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g.
 

• 
It

 is
 n

ot
 a

 p
er

fo
rm

an
ce

. 
• 

It
 is

 n
ot

 a
 t

es
t 

– 
ev

er
y 

ti
m

e 
yo

u 
fi

ni
sh

 a
 b

oo
k,

 d
o 

yo
u 

al
wa

ys
 c

ho
os

e 
a 

ha
rd

er
 o

ne
 n

ex
t 

ti
m

e?
 

 R
ea

di
ng

 a
t H

om
e 

– 
En

jo
y!

 
 • 

Re
ad

in
g 

is
 t

au
gh

t 
an

d 
pr

ac
ti

se
d 

in
 s

ch
oo

l. 
H

om
e 

is
 a

ls
o 

a 
gr

ea
t 

pl
ac

e 
to

 p
ra

ct
is

e 
- 

bu
t 

in
 a

 m
or

e 
in

fo
rm

al
 a

nd
 

re
la

xe
d 

at
m

os
ph

er
e.

 
• 

M
ak

e 
re

ad
in

g 
vi

si
bl

e;
 h

av
e 

bo
ok

s 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

in
 y

ou
r 

ho
m

e.
 

• 
Sh

ar
e 

bo
ok

s 
ev

er
y 

da
y.

 
• 

Bo
ys

 n
ee

d 
to

 s
ee

 t
ha

t 
re

ad
in

g 
is

 s
om

et
hi

ng
 m

en
 d

o.
 

• 
Ta

lk
 a

bo
ut

 b
oo

ks
. 

• 
Si

t 
an

d 
lis

te
n 

– 
do

n’t
 d

o 
ch

or
es

 a
ro

un
d 

th
e 

re
ad

er
! 

Tu
rn

 t
he

 T
V 

of
f.

 
• 

Re
sp

ec
t 

ch
oi

ce
s 

– 
yo

ur
 c

hi
ld

 is
 m

uc
h 

m
or

e 
lik

el
y 

to
 

be
co

m
e 

a 
be

tt
er

 r
ea

de
r 

if
 t

he
y 

ar
e 

in
te

re
st

ed
 in

 w
ha

t 
th

ey
 a

re
 r

ea
di

ng
. C

om
ic

s 
an

d 
sp

ec
ia

l i
nt

er
es

t 
m

ag
az

in
es

 a
re

 a
llo

we
d!

 
 

R
ea

d 
to

 y
ou

r 
ch

ild
re

n 
 • 

In
tr

od
uc

e 
yo

ur
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

to
 d

if
fe

re
nt

 t
yp

es
 o

f 
bo

ok
s;

 
cl

as
si

c 
fi

ct
io

n,
 c

ha
pt

er
 b

oo
ks

, s
ho

rt
 s

to
ri

es
, j

ok
e 

bo
ok

s,
 p

oe
tr

y,
 n

on
-f

ic
ti

on
. 

• 
Re

ad
 t

he
m

 t
he

 b
oo

k 
th

at
 w

as
 y

ou
r 

fa
vo

ur
it

e 
wh

en
 y

ou
 

we
re

 a
 c

hi
ld

. 
• 

Re
ad

 s
lo

wl
y 

wi
th

 e
xp

re
ss

io
n.

 T
ry

 t
o 

us
e 

di
ff

er
en

t 
an

d 
fu

nn
y 

vo
ic

es
 f

or
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

s.
 

• 
Fo

llo
w 

th
e 

wo
rd

s 
an

d 
re

ad
 t

he
 s

to
ry

 u
si

ng
 t

he
 

pi
ct

ur
es

 t
o 

he
lp

 u
nd

er
st

an
di

ng
. 

• 
Ta

lk
 a

bo
ut

 w
ha

t 
is

 h
ap

pe
ni

ng
 a

nd
 w

ha
t 

m
ig

ht
 h

ap
pe

n 
ne

xt
 

• 
Le

av
e 

st
or

ie
s 

on
 a

 c
lif

f 
ha

ng
er

. 

 
 

B
le

nd
in

g 
So

un
ds

 —
 P

ho
ni

cs
 

 
• 

Th
e 

wo
rd

s 
th

at
 y

ou
r 

ch
ild

re
n 

sp
ea

ks
 a

nd
 r

ea
ds

 
ar

e 
m

ad
e 

up
 o

f 
se

pa
ra

te
 s

ou
nd

s,
 (p

ho
ne

m
es

). 
Yo

ur
 

ch
ild

 w
ill

 le
ar

n 
th

es
e 

so
un

ds
 in

 R
ec

ep
ti

on
 a

nd
 K

ey
 

St
ag

e 
O

ne
. S

/h
e 

wi
ll 

le
ar

n 
to

 b
le

nd
 t

he
 s

ep
ar

at
e 

so
un

ds
 t

og
et

he
r 

to
 r

ea
d 

a 
wo

rd
. T

hi
s 

is
 w

ha
t 

yo
ur

 
ch

ild
 m

ig
ht

 c
al

l ‘
so

un
di

ng
 o

ut
’. 

• 
Yo

u 
ca

n 
he

lp
 y

ou
r 

ch
ild

 t
o 

bl
en

d 
so

un
ds

 b
y 

m
ak

in
g 

su
re

 t
ha

t 
th

ey
 r

ec
og

ni
se

 t
he

 s
ou

nd
 t

ha
t 

th
e 

le
tt

er
/s

 m
ak

e 
an

d 
sa

y 
th

e 
so

un
ds

 c
or

re
ct

ly
. T

he
 

se
pa

ra
te

 s
ou

nd
s 

in
 w

or
ds

 a
re

 v
er

y 
sh

or
t 

an
d 

cr
is

p.
 

Th
er

e 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

no
 ‘e

r’ 
so

un
d 

at
 t

he
 e

nd
. S

o,
 t

 is
 

‘t’
 n

ot
 ‘t

er
’. m

 is
 ‘m

m
m

’ n
ot

 ‘m
er

’. ‘
c 

a 
t’ 

no
t 

‘cu
r 

ar
h 

tu
r’.

  I
f 

th
e 

so
un

ds
 a

re
 t

oo
 lo

ng
, t

he
 w

or
d 

wi
ll 

no
t 

m
ak

e 
an

y 
se

ns
e 

to
 t

he
 r

ea
de

r.
  

• 
Pl

ay
 o

ra
l b

le
nd

in
g 

ga
m

es
 a

t 
ho

m
e 

an
d 

wh
en

 o
ut

 a
nd

 
ab

ou
t.

 ‘P
le

as
e 

co
ul

d 
yo

u 
br

in
g 

m
e 

th
e 
c 

 u
  

p.
 

Le
t’s

 g
o 

to
 t

he
   

sh
  

o 
 p

  
s’ 

• 
U

se
 p

ho
ne

m
e 

fi
ng

er
s 

– 
sa

y 
ea

ch
 s

ou
nd

 c
ri

sp
ly

 a
nd

 
po

in
t 

to
 t

he
 t

ip
 o

f 
ea

ch
 f

in
ge

r;
 t

hu
m

b 
fi

rs
t.

 F
ol

d 
do

wn
 a

ny
 u

nu
se

d 
fi

ng
er

s.
 R

un
 y

ou
r 

fi
ng

er
 a

cr
os

s 
th

e 
ti

ps
 a

nd
 b

le
nd

 t
he

 s
ou

nd
s 

to
 r

ea
d 

th
e 

wo
rd

. 
     

   W
he

n 
ph

on
ic

s 
ar

e 
no

t e
no

ug
h 

 
• 

So
m

et
im

es
 ‘s

ou
nd

in
g 

ou
t’ 

is
 n

ot
 e

no
ug

h.
 S

om
e 

wo
rd

s 
do

n’t
 f

it
 t

he
 r

ul
es

 s
o 

ot
he

r 
st

ra
te

gi
es

 a
re

 
ne

ed
ed

. 
• 

If
 y

ou
r 

ch
ild

 c
an

no
t 

re
ad

 a
 w

or
d 

su
gg

es
t 

th
at

 t
he

y 
m

is
s 

it
 o

ut
 a

nd
 r

ea
d 

to
 t

he
 e

nd
 o

f 
th

e 
se

nt
en

ce
. 

W
ha

t 
wo

rd
 w

ou
ld

 m
ak

e 
se

ns
e?

  
• 

W
ha

t 
so

un
d 

do
es

 it
 b

eg
in

 w
it

h?
 

• 
D

oe
s 

it
 s

ou
nd

 r
ig

ht
? 

Ra
n 

no
t 

ru
nn

ed
; g

av
e 

no
t 

gi
ve

d.
 

• 
D

oe
s 

it
 lo

ok
 a

 b
it

 li
ke

 o
th

er
 w

or
ds

 y
ou

 k
no

w?
 e

.g
. 

if
 y

ou
r 

ch
ild

 k
no

ws
 ‘c

ou
ld

’ t
he

y 
m

ig
ht

 b
e 

ab
le

 t
o 

re
ad

 ‘s
ho

ul
d’

 a
nd

 ‘w
ou

ld
’. 

• 
W

ha
t 

wo
rd

 w
ou

ld
 m

ak
e 

se
ns

e 
in

 t
hi

s 
st

or
y 

or
 

su
bj

ec
t?

 
• 

D
oe

s 
th

e 
pi

ct
ur

e 
gi

ve
 y

ou
 a

 c
lu

e?
 

Blend the letter sounds together to 
read the words. 

Make connections with what we already know. 
Bringing our existing knowledge, understanding 

and personal responses to a new text. 
Make a personal response. How does text 

make you feel or remind you of? 

Consider whether we like 
or dislike the text or 

whether we think it is a 
good read. 

Understand the text. Know what the 
individual words and the whole text 

means. 

Engage with the text. ‘See’ the 
pictures the words make; feel 
the emotions the text evokes. 

 

sh
  
ar

  
p 

 s
ha

rp
 

What do we do when we read? 


